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Chapter 1
A quiet revolution has been taking place. It rarely gets mentioned in the news, but it is impacting every corner of the globe. Young and old, rich and poor - no one has escaped its reach. This revolution is the rapid increase in the use of mobile phones, even in some of the most remote places. The number of mobile phone subscriptions actually outnumbers the world’s population. And mobile phones aren’t only good for staying connected with work or catching up with friends: they can be a tool for engaging people with media that effectively communicates the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Let’s consider the story of Ravi and his two friends, José and Sara. Though this story is fictional, we hope that it will help to expand your vision for how mobile phones can be used as powerful ministry tools, and how you can use them to have a greater impact for the Kingdom in your hometown or on your next mission trip. As the story of Ravi, José, and Sara unfolds, you will learn about some helpful apps and develop some basic skills, such as using Bluetooth and microSD cards to share gospel media. And... we hope you'll be surprised by just how easy it is to begin using your mobile for ministry!
Ready to get started?
Okay, let's see what's happening with Ravi, José, and Sara....
* * *
After a long day of classes at the local community college, Ravi was enjoying a little down time in his favorite coffee shop, putting off his homework for a few minutes while he played a game on his phone. He heard the ding of the bell above the entry door and looked up to see his friends José and Sara walk in. They ordered their drinks and joined Ravi. As it turned out, José and Sara were both excited and nervous about the mission trip they were about to take to India, Ravi’s homeland.
“Hey, we missed you at church last night. They had a special service to commission the team and pray for us before we leave next week.”
“Oh yeah!” said Ravi. “I’m so sorry I missed it. What will you be doing in India?”
“We’re going to be there for ten days working with a church,” said Sara. “José and some other people on our team are going to help repair the church building. I’m going to be part of the group doing a Bible School program for kids.”
“Will this be your first time to visit India?” Ravi asked.
Sara nodded, but Ravi noticed that she seemed a little nervous.
“Are you excited?” he asked.
“Well, we don’t really know what to expect,” said Sara.
“But we’re excited to be going to serve,” added José.
Ravi smiled. “Have you and your team thought about how you might share your faith while you’re there?” José and Sara exchanged a significant glance.
“Well… I thought that we would just, like, you know, love on the kids,” said Sara.
“I was thinking that we’d just focus on the construction work,” said José.
“But then… I think we both feel like maybe we could be more prepared, but we don’t even know a word of Hindi or Urdu or any other Indian language,” added Sara. “And aren’t there, like, about five million Indian languages?”
“Close,” said Ravi with a smile, leaning back in his chair. “But 1,600 would be a better guess. India obviously has a special place in my heart. Most people back in India have never had an opportunity to hear the gospel in a way that makes sense to them.”
José nodded. “Yeah, I’ve heard that, but what can we do?”
Ravi laughed. “Well, Jesus told us in Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:15 that we are supposed to proclaim the gospel to everyone, but we’re so far from completing that task. I’m gonna let you in on a secret--a really powerful way to share the gospel.”
“What’s the secret?” Sara asked, her curiosity piqued.
Ravi grinned. “Technology,” he said. “Out of the roughly seven billion people in the world, at least six billion people have access to a mobile phone. Even in poor villages nearly all adults and even children have mobiles. People may not have full stomachs or a toothbrush, but they have phones! Westerners have grown up with all kinds of wonderful gadgets. For people here, mobiles just add some convenience to our lives, but for many people the mobile phone is their one multi-purpose tool for communication, computer functions, taking photos, watching videos, and a bunch of other things. Here, look at this.”
Ravi picked up his phone and flipped through a few pictures of people using mobile phones in rural areas. José and Sara were surprised.
“Wow,” said Sara. “I had assumed that most people in a country like India wouldn’t be able to own a mobile phone.”
“Phones certainly are more affordable for us,” said Ravi. “But because mobiles can do so much, it is the one device that most people don’t want to do without. And because so many people have a mobile, it provides an excellent way of sharing the gospel.”
Sara didn’t seem convinced. “Well, I’m not really technical. I hardly know how to use my phone. All I really do on it is the basic stuff, just making calls and texting.”
“And checking your Facebook newsfeed every few minutes,” José said with a smirk.
“Come on, I’m not that bad!” declared Sara.
Ravi slid his chair back from the table. “If you’ve learned that much, Sara, then you’ll have absolutely no problem using your mobile to share the gospel!”
José crossed his arms. “OK, Ravi. You’ve got our attention. Tell us more!”
Ravi grabbed his things. “Do you have time to swing by my place?”
Are you using your phone to change the world? To learn more about the power of mobile phones and how they can be used to impact others see Digging Deeper on the next page. |
Chapter 2
Sara stood in Ravi’s entryway, eyes wide. “Ravi, your apartment smells really, really good! What is that?”
“I like to cook food that reminds me of home. You’re probably catching a whiff of saffron, cardamom, cumin...a bunch of great spices.”
José grinned. “Hmm, all my apartment smells like is Ramen noodles.”
“Maybe one of these days we can arrange cooking lessons,” said Ravi as he led José and Sara into the living room. “For now, let’s focus on using mobiles for ministry. Have a seat, guys.” Ravi plopped down on the couch and pulled out his phone. “Let me show you a video that explains how you can use one of my favorite apps, the Jesus Film Media app, to share the gospel.”
|
Video: jesusfilmmedia.org/video/1_529-apt-0-0/english/a-practical-digital-training or http://bit.ly/1nnM3FE |
“Neat!” exclaimed José. “Can you show us how to use apps like that for our trip?”
“Absolutely,” replied Ravi. “What kind of phones do you have?”
Sara fished around in her bag for her Android phone and José pulled an iPhone out of his pocket. Ravi helped each of them download their operating system’s version of the Jesus Film Media app.
“Great!” Now let’s get you the Bible.is app. With the Jesus Film Media and Bible.is apps on your phone, you can access an audio Bible in over 800 languages and the Jesus Film in more than 1,200 languages.”
José’s eyes widened. “That’s incredible.”
“Incredible, but true,” Ravi said. “You can access all those languages from anywhere you have an Internet connection. But remember that many people around the world have little or no access to the Internet.”
“Right,” said Sara. “They told us that we probably wouldn’t have any Internet access in the village where we’ll be staying for most of the trip. Does that mean that we won’t be able to use these apps after all?”
“Hey, don’t worry! There’s a simple solution,” Ravi reassured José and Sara. “Let me show you how to download media in each language you want to use so that the files in those languages will be available even if you can’t get online.”
Wi-Fi is a wireless signal that allows people to access the internet in places that have a Wi-Fi hotspot, like their homes or a restaurant. Cellular internet, like 3G and 4G, is internet that allows cell phones to access internet anywhere that have cell service. For more information about the difference between Wi-Fi and cellular internet see Digging Deeper at the end of this chapter. |
It only took a few minutes for José and Sara to download the content into their apps.
“There you go!” Ravi said. “Now you’re ready to share this stuff while you’re in India, even if you don’t have an internet connection!”
José slid his phone back into his pocket, grinning. “I never thought I would be able to witness to any Indian people because, you know, ‘no hablo Hindi’ and whatever else. Now I can share the gospel in the local language. This is so exciting.”
Sara nodded in agreement, but she still had questions. “These apps are great, but how do you get things started in the first place? I want to tell people about Jesus, but I don’t know how to start the conversation. Do you just show them the app? Tell them to download it?” She looked at José for support.
“Sheesh! Don’t look at me,” said José.
“He’s shy sometimes,” Sara interjected.
“That’s a nice way to put it,” José mumbled.
“Are you guys hungry?” Ravi glanced down at his watch and saw that it was almost time for dinner. “Why don’t we head over to my favorite restaurant and I can show you a thing or two about sharing the gospel using these apps?
Chapter 3
“I love this place. The food here is just like what I used to eat growing up. It’s not my mom’s cooking, but it’s the next best thing,” Ravi said with a smile. José had tried Indian food before, but everything was new for Sara, so Ravi suggested a simple traditional dish for her. When their plates were nearly empty, Ravi leaned over and asked,
“Well, are you ready to go for it?”
José looked over at Sara and raised an eyebrow. “Ready for what, exactly?”
Ravi continued. “We should pray for an opportunity to find someone here we can reach with God’s love through the mobile apps that you downloaded.” He slid his dish to the center of the table, folded his hands, and prayed that God would use them to impact someone’s life.
“If you meet people who speak a less common language,” Ravi began, “they will often be really excited to learn that they can watch a movie or listen to the audio Bible in their native tongue. Let’s see if our waiter is interested in watching the Jesus film in his language.”
When the waiter came by to check on the group, Ravi struck up a conversation. Sara looked at his nametag and tried to pronounce his name, but she was pretty far off the mark. She felt embarrassed, but the server smiled and said that because his name was hard for a lot of Americans to pronounce, he’d decided to go by Thomas during his time in the US. As it turned out, he was from a part of India that Ravi had once visited on a family trip. As Ravi and Thomas talked about life back home in India, José and Sara listened.
“What language do you speak?” Ravi asked.
“Khasi,” he said. “I speak Hindi and a few other languages, but Khasi is my mother tongue.”
Ravi pulled out his mobile phone. “I know about a movie in your language that has changed my life, and the lives of many in my family. It’s about the life of Jesus. Would you like to see it?”
Ravi looked down at his phone, navigated through the app, and selected the Jesus Film in Khasi. He found the portion of the Jesus Film where Jesus talks to Nicodemus. When Thomas saw it, his eyes lit up. This was the first time he had heard the gospel in his own language.
“Do you have access to the Internet at home?” Ravi asked. “If you want, I can send you a link to the movie so that you can watch it later.”
Thomas nodded vigorously. “That would be excellent. Thank you for showing me!”
The Jesus film dubbings are also available on YouTube via the channel "eyong52". One can quickly find any given version in YouTube by typing into the YouTube search window "eyong52" and the language name. These are mobile-friendly without the need for an app. |
Ravi sent Thomas the link and put down his phone. “Hey, man--just shoot me an email if you have any questions about the movie. Feel free to share it with your family or post it on Facebook if you think someone else you know would like to watch it.”
Thomas smiled and began to gather the empty plates. “I grew up hearing about a lot of different religious teachers. I appreciate what a lot of them say about living a good life, but I don’t really know much about Jesus, so this will be interesting.” When she heard this, Sara’s face lit up. José shifted his phone around on the table, unsure of what to do next.
As Thomas moved to take the plates away, Ravi asked, “Thomas, can we pray with you that God would bless you and show you how much he loves you, just as much as he loves the rest of his children?”
“Sure,” he shrugged. “Anything helps.”
Ravi prayed for Thomas--for his adjustment to life in America and for his family’s health and well-being back in India. When Ravi said, “Amen”, Thomas thanked him sincerely and slipped back into the kitchen.
Sara bounced up and down in her chair. “Ravi, that was awesome! Do you do this all of the time?”
“Well yeah,” he laughed. “But there’s nothing special about me. I just do my best to listen to the Spirit and try to keep my eyes open for opportunities like this. Sharing the Word in a person’s heart language carries a lot of power. Thankfully, the Jesus Film is available in a ton of languages, so I can use it with all kinds of people.” Ravi held up his phone. “So what would you do if you wanted to share the app with someone who had a smartphone?”
José pulled out his phone and opened up the Jesus Film Media app. “Well, it looks like there’s a share button.”
Ravi nodded. “Okay, let’s walk through it step by step.”
“So there you have it.” Ravi slid his chair back, rising to his feet. “If someone has access to the Internet, you can email them the Jesus Film. If they have a smartphone you can use the share feature to get the apps to them.”
Sara couldn’t help laughing with joy. “I can’t wait to share this with everyone that we meet in India who seems receptive to the gospel!”
Ravi frowned, one eyebrow raised.
“What’s wrong?” Sara asked.
“Well,” Ravi began. “You can’t use this method to share the gospel with everyone in India. Remember when we talked about limitations for Internet access? In some cities people won’t have a strong enough connection to watch videos. So, what will you do when you meet someone who doesn’t have a smartphone or good Internet access?”
José looked thoughtful. “I suppose...We could show them films that we download to our phones before we leave for our trip,” he answered hesitantly. “I mean, that’s okay, but we wouldn’t be able to share a film clip with them like we did with Thomas.”
“A-hah!” Ravi slapped José on the back “That’s great! You want to leave something with them so that they can continue to hear the gospel and understand God’s purpose for their lives, right? I think you’re getting the picture!”
“Totally,” said Sara. “And you’ve figured out some way to do that--am I right?”
“Yep,” said Ravi. “But I’ve got some homework to finish tonight. Do you have time tomorrow to stop by my house?”
“Sure thing,” said Sara.
“Count me in,” agreed José.
“Great!” said Ravi. “Come by tomorrow afternoon and I’ll show you how to do mobile ministry among people who have no access to smartphones or the Internet. That describes most of the people you’ll probably meet in India, so you’re going to need some extra tools to reach them.”
What is the difference between online and offline mobile ministry? To learn more see Digging Deeper on the next page. |
Chapter 4
“There he is! Hey, Ravi!” shouted Sara. The next day, José, Sara and Ravi were gathered again in Ravi’s living room, phones in hand. Sara was eager to cut the small talk and get to business. “So, where do we start?”
“Hey, I like your enthusiasm, Sara,” Ravi grinned. “I’m going to show you how to share gospel media that works with a mobile phone, even if it’s just a regular phone--your friend doesn’t need to have a smartphone, computer, or Internet access. In most of the world, people don’t have smartphones, so they can’t use apps. In many places people have phones that look like this.” He picked up an old Nokia candy bar phone from the coffee table.
José laughed. “I had a phone like that a long time ago. It couldn’t do much, but it was like, indestructible.”
“Hey, man! Don’t knock the feature phone!” said Ravi, in defense of the device. “Basic feature phones like this may be smarter than you think. In poorer nations, basic phones like this are by far the most common. They may be simpler than what you’re used to, but most of them can still play audio and video, even share files with other phones.”
“But why can’t we just bring in a bunch of Bibles to leave with people after sharing the gospel?” Sara asked. “I mean, we could even get text Bibles onto their phones, right?”
“Great questions, Sara!” answered Ravi. “You can use a text Bible, sure. But many of the unreached are oral learners--they may not know how to read or they may prefer to learn by hearing. It’s like Paul said, ‘faith comes by hearing.’”
Sara nodded. “That totally makes sense. I’ve heard that many people from minority communities don’t have access to education in their language, or there may not even be a way to write their language. People share all kinds of knowledge and information through stories or poems or other spoken forms.”
“You’ve got it, Sara! I can tell you’ve been doing some research. Good work!” said Ravi, giving her a high five.
“Back to our humble friend, the Feature Phone,” continued Ravi. “Like I said, many people don’t have decent Internet access, so we have to get the files onto their phones without an Internet connection.” He flipped over the Nokia, popped off the back cover and took out a tiny memory chip from the side of the phone. “Most mobile phones have a slot for what’s called a microSD card. If you give people one of these little cards, they can put it in their phones and watch or listen to gospel media.”
“Wow! So we’ll just put files onto their SIM cards?” Sara asked enthusiastically.
Ravi choked on his tea, spraying some across the room. “Why do people always get those mixed up?” he laughed. “Never mind. SIM cards are not the same thing as microSD cards.”
“What’s the difference?” Sara asked curiously.
“MicroSD cards hold media, like audio and video. SIM cards are what you get from a phone company to provide you access to the cell towers for phone calls. Don’t worry about SIM cards. We will be using microSD cards to give files to people who have basic feature phones.”
“So, are microSD cards like SD cards?” José asked.
“Yes!..Or, well, sort of.” Ravi paused. “Cameras use SD cards to hold pictures. MicroSD cards are smaller memory cards used in mobile phones. Most of the world’s mobile phones have microSD card slots. Many people in the developing world use microSD cards to hold their family photos, videos, and other data that’s important to them. Most people don’t have computers, so this mobile phone is their all-purpose tool for communication and data storage. Hey, now that I think of it, let’s watch a video my friend made. She met this group of pastors who were willing to make a huge sacrifice to make room for audio Bibles on their phones’ microSD cards.”
|
Video: http://vimeo.com/78357794 |
José and Sara were both deeply touched by the pastors’ dedication and love for God’s Word.
“So...” Ravi broke the silence. “What you guys need to do before your trip is load up some microSD cards with gospel media to share with people who have basic mobile phones.”
“Yeah, let’s take care of that,” said Sara. “I hear that Hindi is pretty widely spoken in the area where we’ll be staying. We might also visit a place where people speak Gujarati. Do you know of any videos or recordings in those languages?”
“How could you doubt me?” smiled Ravi, running out of the room. He returned with his laptop.
“Let’s download some video and audio files in those languages. There’s an organization called GRN that has media in 6,000 languages or dialects.” Ravi opened up his browser and brought up GlobalRecordings.net. It turned out to be a pretty simple process to find the languages they were looking for and download the files.
After Ravi downloaded the audio and video files from GRN, he opened up his email. “Last night I wrote to one of my missionary friends in India to ask if she knows about any other media in local languages that I can download to share with people on their mobiles. She gave me a short list, so we can download that content too.”
While they downloaded the files from Ravi’s friend, the three paused for a snack.
Between handfuls of the spicy snack mix Ravi shared with them, José asked, “Do you have any microSD cards here?”
“Again, how could you doubt me?” Ravi flashed a grin at José and waltzed to the corner of his living room, returning with a few memory chips. It was hard to believe that something smaller than Ravi’s fingernail could be used for such an important job as communicating the gospel.
“We also need one of these,” said Ravi, waving a little plastic piece about the size of an SD card. “This adapter allows me to plug this microSD card into my laptop’s SD card slot. When you buy a microSD card, you’ll usually get an adapter like this.”
Sara and José watched as Ravi plugged his microSD card into the SD adapter, and then into his laptop.
“Um, that looks pretty simple, Ravi,” said José. “But I don’t think my computer has an SD card slot.”
“No problem, friend,” said Ravi reassuringly. “If your computer doesn’t have a port for an SD card, you can use one of these.” Ravi held up a USB adapter with slots for several different kinds of cards. He slid the microSD card into the adapter and plugged the adapter into his computer’s USB port. The computer made a happy sound to indicate that it recognized that a new storage device was connected.
Sara smiled with approval. “So it’s just like using a flash drive, huh? I do that all the time.”
“Exactly,” nodded Ravi. “Now let’s put those files we downloaded onto this microSD card.”
MicroSD cards range in size from less than 1GB to more than 128GB, and can be easily found online or in most phone and electronics stores. To learn how to purchase microSD cards see Digging Deeper at this end of this chapter. |
Sara was pretty sure she could find her phone’s microSD slot, but José ran into trouble. He flipped his iPhone around and tried to pry off the back, but his efforts proved futile. “Where’s the microSD card slot on my iPhone? Do iPhones not have those?” José asked.
Ravi shook his head. “Nope. iPhones don’t have SD card slots. But you don’t need to worry about that. Remember, most of the people you meet in the rural area of India you’ll be visiting will have a basic phone or an Android phone, not an iPhone. They’ll be able to use microSD cards even though you can’t.”
José gave his iPhone a look of annoyance. “What do we do if we want to share gospel media with people who have iPhones?”
“iPhones are more common in richer countries.” Ravi explained. “If people have iPhones, they probably have Internet access. In that case, you can just share the apps that we downloaded earlier.”
“Oh...right,” said José.
“Just to review,” continued Ravi, “You can email or use the app’s share feature to give the files to people with smartphones or anyone who has Internet access. You can share microSD cards with people who have basic feature phones and most Android and Windows phones.”
“Got it,” said José and Sara in unison, which made them all laugh.
It is helpful to understand the major types of mobiles in use around the world. Basic phones are mostly limited to voice and text messaging. Feature phones tend to have color screens, multimedia capabilities, and the ability to run apps. Smartphones can do almost everything a basic computer can do. |
After loading the files onto the microSD card, Ravi popped the card out of the adapter and asked Sara for her phone. He removed the back cover and inserted the microSD card into a slot near the battery, where it fit perfectly.
“There. Most phones should be able to play the files that we put on this microSD card.” He turned Sara’s phone back on and opened her media player. It was easy to find the videos they’d just loaded. Ravi pressed play and they heard a voice telling a gospel story in Hindi.
“That was so fast!” Sara grabbed her phone back.
“I know, right? You can copy that card and take a bunch on your trip if you want to. In fact, they’re so small that you can keep a ton of them in an Altoids tin--super easy to carry in your pocket or purse.”
José still had a few more questions. “Now we know how to download and share the files on a microSD card, but do we just give them away to everyone?”
Ravi used his adapter to load the files onto another microSD card and handed it to José. “Right now this microSD card has the files you want to share, but you can only give away so many cards. You should only give cards to people who are really hungry for God’s Word. There’s one more thing we need to do: we need to make the files on this microSD card go viral.”
Sara looked up from her phone. “Viral? I thought we were supposed to avoid anything viral. Didn’t we get some shots for that?”
“Um, yeah...different kind of viral,” said Ravi. “Have you heard of Bluetooth?”
Digging Deeper: Obtaining microSD Cards
MicroSD memory cards can be purchased at phone, computer or electronics stores in most countries. Prices range widely but you can expect to pay from $3-7 (USD) for a 2GB microSD card. The 2GB size is the maximum microSD card size that is guaranteed to work across all mobile phones with microSD memory card slots. If you use 4GB or larger (potentially up to 128GB) microSD cards you may find that some older/lesser phones cannot read from them. If you want the best prices you should consider purchasing in bulk (quantities of 25, 50 and up), which can be done most easily at online sites such as eBay. When buying in bulk, it is common to find used cards. Used cards should work fine, but do your best to buy from a seller with a good rating. While it is possible to purchase “no-name” generic microSD cards for cheaper than name brand models (like SanDisk, Kingston, Samsung, etc.) you may find that a higher number of the cards are defective. Copying files to a microSD card is covered in chapter four, but sometimes you may want to duplicate large numbers of microSD cards in preparation for an outreach. In this case you may want to purchase either a microSD card specific duplicator or a multi-USB port duplicator along with the appropriate number of microSD card to USB port adapters. Be aware that duplicators are quite expensive, typically running approximately $100 per port (i.e. a seven port adapter would run somewhere in the $700+ range). If you plan to get a duplicator, one option would be the LightStream device made by Renew World Outreach which can duplicate to four ports and also functions as a Wi-Fi hub and Bluetooth broadcast device. |
Chapter 5
Sara craned her neck, peering down a market aisle stacked with Indian snacks and what seemed like about a thousand varieties of tea. “Maybe we didn’t follow his directions correctly.”
“I don’t know,” said José. “I don’t see Ravi either, but this seems like the place that he was talking about.”
Ravi looked up from the news stand. “There you are, slowpokes.” He grinned.
Sara grimaced. “José drove.”
José shrugged. “What can I say? I’m a careful driver.” He rubbed his hands together in anticipation. “Okay Ravi, what kind of trouble are you going to get us into now?”
Ravi clapped his hands together. “A lot of people who visit this market are pretty new to the US, many of them don’t have smartphones and some aren’t even very familiar with the Internet. Because of this, we are going to share the gospel through a few tools that you can find on almost any feature phone.”
José nodded, “I’m guessing that one of those tools is microSD cards. We can give those to people who have feature phones so that they can hear audio Bibles and stuff, right?”
“Yes, yes, that’s right,” said Ravi, smiling proudly. “The other tool is, like I mentioned earlier, Bluetooth.”
“Ooh! Like my headset?” Sara reached into her purse and pulled out a Bluetooth headset.
Ravi frowned. “Well... kind of. Bluetooth isn’t just for headsets. It’s a wireless signal that almost all mobile phones in the world can use. It can be used to connect to a Bluetooth headset, but it can also be used to transfer small files from phone to phone.”
“Oh yeah, Bluetooth! I know all about that. In theory, I can take a file, say a movie that I like, and then just send it to someone across town using Bluetooth, right?”
Sara punched José playfully in the arm, “Um, I don’t think it works like that, José.”
“Ah, no.” Ravi laughed. “You can’t use Bluetooth like that. Bluetooth can only be used for really small files, like short video clips or audio files. Also, you can only send Bluetooth to someone who is within about 10 meters of you. That’s around 30 feet.”
Sara laughed. “Right! That makes sense. My headset doesn’t work if I walk too far away from my phone.”
“Bluetooth is awesome because of its viral capability. Once you get an audio or video file onto one person’s phone, they can then send it to another person, who can then send it to another person, and on and on and on. I heard a neat story about this happening--it all began with a woman named Wäŋgarr.”
Ravi cleared his throat. “Wäŋgarr is an aboriginal woman who lives on Elcho Island, off the coast of Australia. She’s a pretty smart lady--she taught herself how to use a computer and how to put audio Scriptures onto mobile phones. Some people showed her how to put videos on mobile phones as well. In less than four hours, she had translated and created a Bible story video and put it on her mobile phone. Within several days that video and a few others she made had gone viral--people shared the video with a Bluetooth connection and it spread through the whole village. Everyone had Wäŋgarr’s videos on their mobile phones. Within a few weeks, Wäŋgarr overheard her neighbor’s children reciting Bible stories at the playground. When Wäŋgarr asked the children’s mother how they learned the stories and she said, ‘Every night my children fight over my mobile phone because they want to listen to or watch the Bible stories before they go to bed.’”
“That’s amazing!” declared José. “So, we just have to get gospel files onto peoples’ phones and then they can take it from there, right?”
“Right.” Ravi pulled out the feature phone he had showed them in his apartment. “First, I’m going to put our microSD card with the audio Bible and Jesus Film files into my phone. Here, let’s put a card into your phone too, Sara.”
Sara opened up her phone and popped the microSD card into place.
“On different phones, microSD card slots can be under the battery cover, under the battery, or on the side of the phone. You might have to look around a little,” Ravi explained.
“I can’t seem to find my microSD card slot.” José laughed. “Oh, yeah, I forgot. My iPhone doesn’t have one of those.”
Ravi nodded. “I have a bit more bad news, José.”
“Uh oh.”
“iPhones can’t use Bluetooth to connect and share media files with other types of phones.”
José sighed and shook his head. “Man, that stinks. I thought my iPhone could do everything except brush my teeth for me!”
“Well,” Ravi began, “Remember when we met Thomas in the restaurant? You can use your iPhone to access the Jesus Film apps and show people videos, and you can email videos and Scripture files. You’ll just have to use another type of phone to use microSD cards and share files with Bluetooth. Don’t look so dejected,” said Ravi, patting José on the back. “Here, you can borrow my trusty Nokia feature phone and use it to share Bluetooth files.”
“Awesome! Thanks.” José said. “So I can put the card into this feature phone and share Bluetooth files with people I meet?”
“That’s right,” answered Ravi. “Here, let me show you how to send files using Bluetooth. First, you need to find the microSD card files on your phones. Look for the files where you would normally find audio and video files. Look in places like ‘music,’ or ‘videos,’ or maybe ‘my files’ or ‘my stuff.’”
“Here they are.” Sara flipped her phone around, showing Ravi the files on her phone. “Nice job, Sara. José, have you found your files yet?”
“Not quite… A-hah! Here we are.” José squinted at the tiny screen. “These feature phones are kind of hard to navigate. The video files were stored under music in a ‘gallery’ menu. And…Oh, here are the audio files that we downloaded too.”
“You can probably also find the audio files in the phone’s music player,” Ravi said. “Now, let’s actually do some file sending. I’ll take you through it step by step.”
Because most phones support Bluetooth, it is a great way to transfer files between phones. However, it doesn’t work well on iPhones, and has some limitations so it is best suited for sharing smaller files like documents and .mp3 audio. For more information about Bluetooth see Digging Deeper at the end of this chapter. |
As Ravi was teaching Sara and José how to share Bluetooth files, two teen boys walked by. Ravi smiled at them, but they turned away, pretending they hadn’t been watching the three friends huddled around their small screens.
“Hey, do you guys have mobile phones?” Ravi shouted. They spun around. One of them nodded. They walked back towards Ravi, Sara, and José.
“We’re sharing videos on our phones,” Ravi said. "You can have them too if you want.” The younger boy glanced at the older one, who nodded to indicate that it was okay. They both pulled out their phones, phones that looked a lot like Ravi’s Nokia.
“What language do you speak at home?” Ravi asked.
“Gujarati,” said the younger boy, who had a mop of hair that stuck out in every direction. The older boy was dressed nicely, with his hair slicked back.
“I’m his brother,” the older boy said.
Ravi began to speak to them in Gujarati, and their faces lit up. Sara and José smiled and listened to the conversation, even though they didn’t actually understand what Ravi was saying. The elder boys’ name was Aadi, and the wild-haired younger brother was named Aditya. Ravi explained to them that the videos talked about Jesus. When he asked them if they’d ever heard of Jesus, Aditya shook his head. Aadi slowly nodded.
“Wasn’t he a prophet?” Aadi asked in English.
Ravi smiled. He looked over at José. “José, would you mind explaining who Jesus is?”
José stuttered for a few seconds, and then gave it a try.
“We, I mean everyone alive on earth, has done bad things that they can’t undo through any good deeds.”
Aditya laughed. Aadi nodded. José went on to explain the gospel, trying to give a quick summary from the fall of man to Christ’s redemption. When he finished, he took a deep breath. José’s hands were shaking.
“Like I said, the videos that we have are about Jesus. Do you want to watch a little bit?” asked Ravi.
Aditya shrugged. “Sure.”
They watched for a few minutes as Ravi played the video on his phone. Both boys were intrigued.
“You probably don’t want to stand here in this busy store to watch the whole video, but we could give you your own copy. Do you want us to send one of them to you with Bluetooth?” Ravi asked.
Aditya looked over at Aadi, who said that it would be okay.
“Okay then!” Ravi lifted up the Nokia phone. Aadi and Aditya quickly turned on their phones’ Bluetooth connections. “José, use this phone to send Aadi the Gujarati GRN video and some other Gujarati media that we downloaded,” said Ravi. Turning to Sara he said, “Hey, lady! What are you doing just standing around? Why don’t you send those files to Aditya.”
After the transfers were complete, the two boys thanked José, Sara, and Ravi. Aditya gestured a goodbye and left, but Aadi stuck around. He told them that he had more questions about Jesus. He stayed and talked to the three friends for an extra half hour, as they explained more about Jesus. Ravi carried on most of the conversation with Aadi in Gujarati, but he asked José and Sara to share a bit, too. Aadi seemed very interested in what they shared, but explained that his parents would worry about him and he had to return home. Ravi pulled out a microSD card from his pocket.
“Aadi, do you have a microSD card slot in your mobile phone?” Aadi nodded, and Ravi continued. “We have a card here with a bunch more media about Jesus. You can have it if you want.”
Aadi looked at the card and then back at Ravi. “Sure, I would like that. Thanks!”
“If you want, you can share audio or video files with your friends and family using Bluetooth like we did with you. Other people will want to hear about Jesus too.”
Aadi nodded, thanked each of them, and left the market.
“Thanks for setting me up, Ravi,” said José. “That’s the first time I’ve done that.”
“Shared the gospel with someone?” Ravi raised an eyebrow.
“Usually people that I meet already know something about Jesus. But these guys had never heard… man, that was really cool.” Ravi nodded and smiled.
“I think I get it,” Sara broke the silence. “You gave the card with all the files to Aadi because he was really interested in God, but we initially just sent the boys a few files when we weren’t sure if they would want to find out more about Jesus.”
Ravi nodded. “MicroSD cards are not tracts. They are powerful tools, and people who aren’t very hungry for God’s word can just delete the files that share the gospel and put music on the cards.”
“And…” Sara continued. “you told him to share it with his friends and family over Bluetooth so that the files can go viral, in a sense.”
“Yes! Yes!” Ravi said. “I’ve heard many stories of one person sharing a file with someone, who shares it with someone else, who shares it with someone else, until an entire area is saturated with the gospel.” Ravi paused. “You guys probably need to pack, don’t you?”
“Oh wow! I’d almost forgotten about that.” Sara whipped out her phone and looked at the time. “We just have a few more days to get ready. I still have a ton of stuff to do.”
“Yep,” Ravi said. “You’d better go and take care of that.”
José grabbed Ravi in a bear hug and lifted him off the ground. “Thanks man! I can’t wait to see how we use this in India.”
Ravi laughed. “I look forward to seeing what you do. When you come back, I’ll have a few things to talk with you about so that we can follow up on what you do in India. Be sure to get the names and villages of the people you leave microSD cards with.”
José nodded “Alright, Ravi. It’s a deal.”
Digging Deeper: Choosing Appropriate Files to Share via Bluetooth
Bluetooth is a wonderful avenue for sharing files from phone to phone, but it is important to consider the types of files that are appropriate for phone-to-phone transmission. First and foremost, files that are useful for sharing via Bluetooth need to be files that can be utilized on the recipient’s phone. Sharing a Word document or PDF file is pointless unless the recipient has a very advanced smartphone with reader apps installed. Similarly, sending an MP4 video file to a phone that only has an MP3 audio player is likewise without benefit. Files shared via Bluetooth need to be small for two reasons. First, the speed with which files transfer via Bluetooth is quite slow. Second, many phones have limited memory, so larger files may not be accepted due to lack of space. Though Bluetooth can successfully transfer files as large as 50 MB or more if you are patient (several minutes), in general it is best to limit transfers to files 10 MB or smaller in size. Two of the file types that are most beneficial in Bluetooth file transfer are .mp3 audio files and .3gp video files, which play on nearly all feature phones and smartphones. Another video file type, .mp4, also plays on a large portion of phone video players, but .mp4 files are much larger than .3gp files and are less likely to work on older phones. Any Video Converter ( http://www.any-video-converter.com/download-avc-free.php) and Format Factory (http://www.pcfreetime.com/) are two free video format converters that are recommended for changing files from larger .mp4 files to smaller .3gp files, or even .mp3 (audio-only) format. |
Chapter 6
“José! Sara!” Ravi waved his hands over his head. “Welcome home!”
José and Sara turned from baggage claim where they were waiting with the rest of their group from church. The three friends embraced in a big group hug.
“You made it!” Ravi laughed, noticing their weary faces. “Looks like you managed to stay almost in one piece. How was your trip?”
“Thanks for coming to pick us up, Ravi. It was amazing.” José reached down to grab one of his suitcases off of the conveyer belt. “I had some major culture shock. I never realized how different life is for people living outside the U.S.”
Ravi turned to Sara. “What was it like for you?”
Sara smiled, looking happy in spite of the dark circles under her eyes from the long flight. “The people there were different in so many ways, but in a sense, they were just like us. Millions of people there struggle with all of the same things we struggle with, but so many don’t know Jesus.” She shook her head. “Honestly, most of the people we met hadn’t even heard his name.”
Ravi nodded. “I bet you have quite a few stories to tell, huh?”
“Of course!” José laughed.
If you need a little extra encouragement to get you started with using mobiles for ministry, check out real life stories from the field in Digging Deeper at the end of this chapter. |
When they’d loaded up the bags and snapped their seatbelts into place for the drive back to their neighborhood, José started to share some of his experiences. “The very first day in India, I met some college-age guys in the city who both had smartphones. They could speak some English so we started talking about smartphones--”
“Geeks,” interrupted Sara, rolling her eyes.
José made a face at Sara and continued with his story. “Before long I was able to show them the Jesus film in their language. We didn’t have an Internet connection where we were, but since I had downloaded the Jesus Film with the app, I was still able to show it to them. They told me they were Muslims, but they were interested in learning about Jesus, since they’d heard he was a Prophet. I sent one of the guys an email with a link to the film so that he could watch it when he got an Internet connection. I also emailed one of them a link to the Bible.is website for his language so that he could stream the audio Bible when he had Internet access.”
“How about you, Sara?” asked Ravi, glancing back at her in the rearview mirror.
She was struggling to keep her eyes open, but eager to share a story. “One day at the market I met a middle-aged woman.” Sara took in a long breath. “I was practicing my Hindi by buying some fruit, and she was very surprised and excited because I was trying to speak her language. She started asking me things I couldn’t understand, so I kind of shrugged my shoulders. But then I thought, maybe I should just share the gospel with her, you know, using my phone. So I pulled out my phone and browsed to where the microSD card had one of the gospel video files. She was surprised to hear that I had a video in her language on my phone. She seemed interested. After listening for a minute, she got out her own phone out and gestured at it. I figured I would try sending the file to her with Bluetooth, and hey--it worked! She accepted the transfer and then she started playing it on her phone! Over the course of the trip I ended up going back to visit her a few more times and when I brought one of our friends from the local church to help translate, I was able to share the gospel with the woman at the shop. She told us she wanted to be saved! We invited her to visit the church and she came the next time they met.”
“Praise the Lord!” Ravi yelled. They happened to be at a stoplight and people in the next car gave him a funny look.
José was excited to share another of his stories. “Okay, the pastor of the church we were working with actually goes out to do a lot of street preaching.” José waved his phone in the air. “I actually ended up playing the audio Bible that I downloaded for a group of people who’d hung around for a long time while the pastor was preaching. I went out with the pastor another day and one elderly man was very interested in talking more after the message. The pastor and I discussed the gospel with him and he decided to follow Jesus. I gave him one of the microSD cards so that he could have his own copy of the Audio Bible. Later I heard from the pastor that the man had been listening to all of the files on his phone and was really enjoying it.”
Ravi laughed. “You really did it! You’re officially mobile ministers!”
“Thanks to you,” José smiled. “Sara and I are already planning on going back next summer with some other friends.”
“What do you plan to do on your next trip?” asked Ravi.
Sara stretched her arms and covered her mouth as she yawned. “The pastor that we were working with was super excited about using microSD cards and Bluetooth to share materials for discipleship in the villages that he reaches out to. He asked us to come back and show his church how to do it too. We’re also planning a mobile ministry workshop at our church in the U.S. to train our friends so that they can learn how to share the gospel using their phones as well.”
Ravi grinned. “That...is what I call multiplication. I trained you on how to do mobile ministry, and now, you are training others.” He paused. “That’s how Jesus did and taught evangelism.”
“Yeah, I guess so,” José smiled.
“José and Sara,” Ravi began. “You’ve done some evangelism with mobile phones, but that is just the first step in helping people grow in their relationship with God. What you need to learn next is how to help believers meet and grow together.”
“Exactly, “José said. “I totally see that. In some of the places we visited, there were like, no churches or believers that we knew of. It felt kind of wrong leaving people all to themselves. I know that I probably wouldn’t be walking with the Lord if I didn't have other believers around me to help me understand Scripture, disciple me, and help me find ways to use my gifts to serve the Body of Christ. I can’t imagine what it’s like for people who don’t know any believers.”
“You nailed it,” Ravi smiled. “There are a lot of good strategies that I know about that you can use to help new believers grow in their faith. For instance, because a lot of unreached people don’t read, or prefer not to, it’s often a good idea to empower believers with audio Bibles after they find Christ.” Ravi pulled into a parking spot in José’s apartment complex.
“That makes sense,” said Sara, stifling another yawn.
Ravi nodded. “A group of believers can gather around to listen to God’s Word and then discuss it. It’s kind of like a Bible study. Many missionaries I know use the technique of starting listening groups to birth new churches. It’s really powerful if new believers share their testimonies on video too. If they record video or audio testimonies with their phones, they can then transmit those files via Bluetooth. Often, new believers will also write worship music in their heart languages. They can also record those songs and share them using Bluetooth. Before you go back to India I’ll connect you with some ministries who are doing this all over the world. There are tons more resources out there online that will help take you to the next level.”
José opened the car door to get out, but gave a wry glance back at Ravi, “Welcome to the 21st century, eh?”
Ravi smiled. “I feel very welcome. Technology has shaped the world as we know it, in some ways for the better and in other ways for worse, but I believe that technology will be a key element in completing the Great Commission, and as we await Christ’s return.” Ravi glanced back at Sara, who was starting to nod off in the back seat. “Now that you know all of this stuff, you need to do something with it. It’s like the parable of the talents. You have some new talents. So what are you going to do with them? Are you going to pat yourself on the back because you’ve learned a new skill? Are you going to bury your talents until Christ’s return, or are you going to change the world?”
José and Ravi smiled as Sara’s sleepy voice declared, “Just you wait, Ravi. Just you wait....”
Additional Resources
If you are finding what you learned here helpful in your ministry and are looking for more ways you can advance God’s Kingdom through mobile ministry, these are some resources that you may find useful:
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